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Why Child Outcomes Matter

Child Outcomes in Head Start 
(2024-2025)

How Child Outcomes Impact Children

Show how children meet developmental
milestones in learning, health, and social-
emotional skills
Track growth over time to guide educator
support
Demonstrate program effectiveness and
ensure accountability for federal funding
Identify gaps early to promote equity for
the most vulnerable children

School Readiness: Better prepared for
Kindergarten success
Tailored Support: Instruction tailored to
unique learning needs
Family Engagement: Families engaged
with their child’s growth
Long-Term Success: Early skills linked to
long-term achievement

Widely Held Expectations are based on
the development of typically developing
children 
3-4 Year Old Children with Finalized Fall
and  Spring Data: 1,665

** This data represents 10 NE Head Start
Preschool grant recipients

Positive Outcomes & Lifelong Impact
Programs show steady progress in
literacy, math, and social-emotional
development
Strong early outcomes are linked to
higher high school graduation, adult
employment, and lower risk of chronic
health or behavioral challenges

Head Start is a federally funded program serving children
birth to age 5 and pregnant women. In Nebraska: 5,300
children and 130 pregnant women served each year.

Head Start’s Impact: By focusing on measurable growth, Nebraska Head Start ensures
children are on track for kindergarten readiness and lifelong success.

2025 Head Start GOLD Outcomes Report
Teaching Strategies GOLD (TS GOLD) – Preschool 3 & Pre-K 4 assessments, 2024–2025
Nebraska Head Start Association (NeHSA) – Program Data and Reporting Guidelines
Office of Head Start PIR, 2024


